
   

 

December 1-6   Book fair  
8:30am-3:30pm 
 

December 21   Winter 
program (Primary parents) 
10am-11am 
 

December 21   Upper 
Elementary Brunch 11:30am 
 

December 21  Lower 
Elementary Tea (Parents) 
1:00pm 
 

December 24 31  No School 
Winter Break 

      Academy News 
Montessori Academy Of Chambersburg     December 2018 

A Message from Dr. Barbara Kehr 
Interim Head of School  

Calendar Events 
in December 

With three months of school behind us, our students are experiencing 
what Maria Montessori described as the “happy hum” of work. They are 
embracing the routine and expectations of the work cycle and are 
engaging in their work more deeply. It is exciting to visit classrooms and 
see the students with increased focus and concentration compared to the 
beginning of the school year.  
 
I’d like to share with you a few highlight from November. 

• We appreciated the opportunity for parents of 96 students to meet 
at parent teacher conferences to discuss their children’s progress 
and goals 

• Our auction was attended by 166 people and raised a record 
amount of money for our school. 

• Our families donated a carload of canned goods and other food, 
as well as diapers and toilet paper to the South Central 
Community Action Program. 

• Eighteen children rode on the 
beautiful Montessori Academy 
float as part of the 
Chambersburg Christmas 
parade. 

• Over $15,500 was raised through 
our Giving Tuesday initiative. 

• A team of volunteers from JLG 
painted a hallway, trimmed 
shrubs, rehung our lobby 
television, and washed some 
outside areas for us. We 
appreciate their help in making 
our school look great 

 

It’s that time of year when the act of giving continues.  Our student 
council is again sponsoring a Toys for Tots campaign.  There is a box in 
the lobby for children to bring in new, unwrapped toys.  Friday, 
December 7th is the deadline for toy donations.  Thank you for helping 
our students learn about giving to others during this holiday time.  

Thank you to all the 
families who donated and 
helped volunteer to make 

this a very successful 
Thanksgiving Feast 
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           Toddler Community 
As many of the children are beginning 
to move into a period of social 
awareness, the two Toddler 
Communities have enjoyed interaction 
between environments. We are 
beginning to open the glass door 
between the two Toddler rooms more 
often and allow the children to move 
freely from classroom to classroom. 

We have continued to focus on fall 
with many leaf related activities. We 
read books about the fall season as 
well as Thanksgiving and even learned 
a few fall related songs and poems. 

Near the end of the month the children 
worked on making their own 
placemats for the Thanksgiving Feast.  This year the children prepared the entire menu of our Thanksgiving 
Feast. Each classroom was responsible for one aspect of our meal. Toddler A’s contribution was the 
stuffing and Toddler B prepared the vegan mashed potatoes. We all enjoyed sharing the feast with our 
school community. 

We would like to express our appreciation for all of the ways our parents were involved this month.  From 
taking the time to attend Parent/Teacher conferences to donating items for the food drive and Thanksgiving 
Feast, we are truly thankful for all you do! 

 

Amelia making her place mat that will be used 
during our Thanksgiving feast. 

Grace peeling an onion! 



 3           Children’s House 

	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November is always a busy time in the Children’s 
Houses.  It is a time of preparation, celebration 
and gratitude.  Our friends enjoyed making 
special items to use for our annual Thanksgiving 
Feast.  Our placemats, decorations, and other 
projects helped to express our feelings of sharing 
and appreciation. Each class also enjoyed 
preparing a seasonal dish to share with our 
friends. We all extend a big thank you to all those 
who organized the event, contributed food, 
prepared and served the meal, and cleaned up 
afterward.   

Our Academy Food Drive was also another 
successful project this month. Each day of that 
week our friends brought in bags full of various 
nonperishable food items and related products. 
This activity helped us to recognize and 
acknowledge the needs of some members of our 
community. It also allowed us to help these 
people. Thank you to all the families that 
participated in the organizing, donating, 
collecting and distributing of the large amount of 
food. 

As part of our studies this month we learned 
about the earth. We talked about the properties of 
our planet and its various characteristics. Our 
discussion about landforms and continents 
continued with a focus on North America. This 
followed with us learning about the early 
inhabitants of our continent and about the 
Mayflower, Plymouth, Pilgrims, Native 
Americans, and the first Thanksgiving.  

 

Children’s House did such a wonderful 
job prepping and making food for the 
Thanksgiving feast. Not only did they 
make the food, they made the placemats 
they used to eat on. For the feast all 
Children’s House classes and the 
Toddler classes gathered in the little big 
room and all celebrated together.  

Zoe is working on her colors in English and 
Spanish. 
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              Lower Elementary  

 

 

Thanks to all of our parents for taking the 
time to meet with us during fall 
conferences.  It was great to see you all.  
We would also like to thank you so much 
for your contribution to our Thanksgiving 
Feast.  The students were so excited to 
have a part in preparing the meal, and we 
all enjoyed spending time together during 
our feast.   

We were able to discuss all of the things 
that we are thankful for, and the children 
came up with many things that they 
appreciate.  It was heartwarming to hear 
them mention family, friends, school, 
books, teachers, our earth, and much more!  
They enjoyed learning about the pilgrims 
and were interested in their voyage to their 
new land.  We talked about the hardships 
of the first year in their new settlement.  
We learned about Samoset and Squanto 
and their contributions to help the 
pilgrims.  We talked about the parts of the 
male turkey, learned about the different 
shelters of Native Americans and how they 
were built, parts of the corn plant, and 
other fun, Thanksgiving activities and 
crafts. It was wonderful to see the children 
bring in their items to donate for the food 
drive.  They were so proud to participate, 
give, and be helpful!   

The boys and girls worked on a geography 
study of Europe, learning about the 
different countries on this continent.  We 
studied amphibians and their external and 
internal parts.  We’re looking forward to 
the month of December, where we will be 
doing more zoology and geography 
studies.   

 

Damon is cutting celery for our stuffing in preparation for 
our Thanksgiving feast 

Julian is doing a card work on Native American shelters. 

Colin is wearing a turkey hat he made, as well as reading 
a book that’s all about Thanksgiving. 



 

 

 

November was a fast month for us in Upper Elementary! We dedicated a lot of time during the 
month to preparing for the Thanksgiving Feast.   We participated in the feast by baking homemade 
rolls, cranberry sauce, and by making our own butter!  We focused on using mathematic 
conversions in order to make larger batches to provide for Lower Elementary, Upper Elementary, 
Middle School students, and staff members.  Thank you to the parents who were able to participate 
in helping us prepare for the feast! 

We wrapped up our history unit about Ancient Mesopotamia by constructing ziggurats out of 
cardboard and we are beginning to dive into our next history unit about Ancient India.  We spent 
much of November in science focusing on a planet and creating a poster full of information in 
order to try to “sell” our planet.  Now we are beginning to work in groups in order to do a group 
presentation of the planets.  We recently completed our first novels in our reading groups and also 
constructed a project in order to represent our book.  We will be beginning another novel during 
the next week.   

During November, we completed our first parent-teacher conferences of the school year.  We 
would like to express our thanks to our parents and families for participating in conferences and 
supporting your child’s education at Montessori.  Thank you also to families for donating to the 
school food drive and money toward the purchase of the food items for the Thanksgiving Feast. 

In Upper Elementary, we are dedicated to being able to give to others and have begun the process 
of the Secret Pal Gift Exchange for the month of December.  We have each chosen our secret pal 
and will be providing a small gift for our pal during our Holiday Brunch.  The children are excited 
about this experience because they are able to put thought into providing a gift that will be 
appreciated by their secret pal.   

We are excited to begin the busy month of December in Upper Elementary and we are expecting it 
to go just as quickly as November did! 

         Julia reading diversity books with her reading buddies 

               Upper Elementary  



 

 

                 Middle School 
 

 

 
After a nice break, the middle school class is back to 
work participating in challenging and engaging 
activities.  One of those activities is the coding 
competition.  The coding competition will be held 
on December 4 at Harrisburg University.   The 
students, whether participating or supporting their 
classmates, are excited to be going to the 
competition.  We would like to congratulate all 
middle school students for their efforts in helping 
our school make it to the coding competition.  Due 
to our interest in STEM activities, we will next be 
participating in a KNex design challenge in 
February. 
 
We look forward to hosting Parents Night Out on December 14 from 5:30 PM - 8:00 PM.  Please 
take advantage of this fun event for you and especially your child. Parents Night Out provides an 
opportunity for parents, for a nominal fee, to drop off their child(ren) at Montessori Academy, 
where we will provide dinner and fun activities for the children to participate in.  Parents have two 
and half hours to enjoy doing whatever they please as they are child(ren) free!! 

Mrs. Snyder helping our Middle School students 
with coding 



 

 

                   High School 
 

 

The high school has been laying low for the last few weeks, only taking part in the Thanksgiving Feast. 
Thank you, parents, for your contribution of pumpkin bread to the feast. It was devoured and enjoyed! 
Schoolwork has been our top priority and we are working hard at getting it all done before our first 
progress check this marking period, on December 3rd.  

After that, we are excited for an additional educational opportunity at The Garage Studios in downtown 
Chambersburg. We are going to talk to the owner, Jennifer Davis, about what it was like to open a 
small business and how she keeps it running. We are also excited that her husband, Tom Davis, is a 
glass blower and is going to give us a demonstration on glass blowing.  

Our middle school is going to the Coding Championships in Harrisburg this month as well and invited 
the high school to go along with them. December brings to an end the culmination of a wonderful first 
half of the year here at Montessori. 

I am excited to see what the New Year brings and hope that everyone has an amazing holiday season 
and a wonderful New Year's Eve. Thank you for all you do to help our school all year long, I appreciate 
all the parents and the amazing support they give our school. I feel lucky to be here and look forward to 
the New Year. 

Thomas and Brennan working hard to finish their work for their marking period.  



 

 

 

              Annual Auction and Dinner 
 
November 10 was a very exciting evening for 
Montessori Academy; we hosted our 20th Annual 
Evening of Elegance, Auction and Dinner at the 
Waynesboro Country Club. It was a time for people 
to get dressed up, socialize with friends, make new 
friends and raise money for our shared passion, the 
Montessori Academy of Chambersburg. The 
community and business support for Montessori 
Academy was tremendous. We had 230 Silent 
Auction items for our guests to bid on. The Auction 
raised over $70,000, the most we have ever raised.  
 
We were fortunate to have in attendance Mary Jane 
Bittle, who started a Montessori School in her 
Chambersburg home in 1989. Her small school was 
the beginning of the vibrant Montessori community 
we have today.  
 
The highlight of the evening was the “Special Live 
Auction Event” where we raised $25,900 in 15 
minutes. John and Heather Kohler, auctioneers from 
Gateway Auction, were instrumental in our success. 
John has volunteered his service as our auctioneer for 
every one 
 of our 20 auctions.  
 
Our first time auction chairperson Miranda Ramsey, 
and her super efficient committee worked hard to 
continue the tradition of successful auctions. Over the 
past 20 Evenings of Elegance, we have raised nearly 
a million dollars to support our school.  

“Special Live Auction Event” Donors 
Michael and Sue Starr 
Peter and Becky Jablin 
Jeffrey Boehmen and Adam Reeder 
Crystal Collier-Walker and Eric Walker 
Jeff and Gail Reeder 
Paul and Lota Mellott 
Monica Mata and Todd Shoemaker 
Herb and Stephanie Cohen 
Douglas and Anne Bertram 
John Krebs and Barbara Kehr 
Angelique Ridore and Anthony Harris 
Lekha Patel 
Becky Thompson and Derek Taylor 
Sanjay and Danielle Dhar 
Brooke Sheffler and Wayne Ledinh 
Bryan and Angela Fogelsonger 
Chauncey and Jennifer Webster 
John and Kristen Lacy 
Sara Bahraini and Michael Jablin 
Becky Thompson and Derek Taylor 
Michael and Rachel Day 
Karen Alsedek 
Tammy Krug 
Aaron and Claire Jablin 
Tim and Hannah Cox 
Josh and Katie Haswell 
Dan and Ann Marie Simonetti 
Sulang Rosado 
Jennifer Davidson and Ricky Ott, Jr. 
Cheryl Goldsmith 
Beth Stevens 
Rich and Kim Capozzi 
Allen and Emily Bishop 
L. Rebecca Ables and Tony Tacelosky 
Jean Cap and Steve Thuahnai 
Michael Johnson 
Mindy and Cole Johnston 



 

 

   Montessori Academy Parent Association           
 

       A message from Jennifer Webster, President 

 

One of MAPO’s goals this year has been to increase 
our level of community service and involvement, and 
November was the perfect month to show thanks, and 
to give back to our local community.  

We held a weeklong Food Drive to collect non-
perishable foods and drinks, as well as disposable 
diapers, which we delivered to the South Central 
Community Action Programs (SCCAP). Bins were 
placed at both entrances to the school and donations 
were collected on a daily basis, and then compiled on a 
table in the front lobby. The students were able to witness the results of their families’ participation. The 
goods were delivered to the SCCAP headquarters and distributed to the various food pantries they serve, 
just before Thanksgiving. Thank you to Dana Merkel who chaired the Food Drive, to Mrs. Doubell and 
Mrs. Simonetti, who helped man the collection areas, to Christine Shaffer, who provided extra bins 
when our donations outgrew our supply, and Annette Diana, who helped Dana deliver the items to 
SCCAP, along with loading help from Jim Dickinson!  

A wagonload of Montessori Academy students and their families	participated in the Chambersburg 
Christmas Parade this year, on our float themed “Holidays From Around the World!”Carianne and Tim 
Rawlings led this fun and festive group effort, from the decorating of our float to driving it along the 
crowded parade route downtown. Flags and some costumes originally made by our students and 
teachers for International Day were used as decorations and enhancements to the float, which offered an 
excellent lesson in recycling and reusing! MAPO extends its thanks to all the families who braved the 
cold to come support the parade, either on the float or as part of the cheering crowd!  

Our final event of 2018 was Family Night, which kicked off the Fall Scholastic Book Fair In early 2019, 
MAPO will get to work on our biennial bylaws review. Please put our next two meeting dates, 
December 6, 2018, and January 3, 2019, on your calendar at 9 am.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 27 Montessori Academy of Chambersburg participated in the global giving 
movement known as Giving Tuesday. Celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving (in the 
U.S.) and the widely recognized shopping events Black Friday and Cyber Monday, 
#GivingTuesday kicks off the charitable season, when many focus on their holiday and end-of-
year giving. #GivingTuesday connects diverse groups of individuals, communities and 
organizations around the world for one common purpose: to celebrate and encourage giving. 

The donations made on #GivingTuesday help to support the mission and extend the vision of 
Montessori Academy of Chambersburg. They will have a profound impact and will contribute to 
funding projects including 

• Adding books about diversity to our classroom and school libraries  
• Providing teacher professional development and training opportunities  
• Enhancing our Montessori materials  
• Renovating school facilities 
• Upgrading technology including hardware and software for our coding program 
• Sustaining our classroom pets with food and supplies  
• Purchasing tickets for the drama club to see a live theater production  
• Acquiring an inventory system for the school library 

 

The community of Montessori Academy of Chambersburg is very grateful for each and every 
contribution. 

 


