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A Message from Dr. Barbara Kehr 
Interim Head of School  

Happy New Year! With the turn of the calendar to 2019, we are already 
starting to plan and budget for the next year. Critical to our planning is 
determining the number of students we expect to have enrolled so that we 
know how many teachers will be needed. We also need to know how many 
spaces in our classrooms need to be reserved for our current students so that we 
know how many new students we can welcome in the coming year. 
Reenrollment contracts will be coming to you within the next few days and 
will be due by March 1. 

Over the past seven months I have learned so much about what makes the 
Montessori Academy a special place for children to learn and grow. Every 
time I listen to a four or five-year-old read, I know it’s because a 
wonderful teacher used sandpaper letters and the moveable alphabet to help 
that child build the phonetic foundation that is necessary to becoming a 
successful reader.   

Of course there are many other reasons that a Montessori education is 
different from the other options available for your child:   

• Our school uses a philosophy and tools that have been around for 
over a century and that have been proven to be effective regardless 
of the country where the children live or the socioeconomic status 
of the children.   

• Montessori materials are designed to build independence.  Because 
the materials are self-correcting, children can identify their own 
mistakes without needing an adult to point them out.  Children ask 
for help when they need it, rather than waiting for an adult to tell 
them when they need help.   

• As parents of a Montessori Academy child, you don’t need to worry that your child is frustrated 
or bored.  You can feel confident that your children are getting what they need when they need 
it.  Our teachers observe, mentor, and guide each child on an individual basis. The teachers 
know each child as an individual, not just as a three-year old or as a second grader. 

• Your children are getting to know children from a variety of backgrounds.  In a larger school, 
children tend to gravitate to those like them; at the Montessori Academy, our small class sizes 
allow children to interact closely and really get to know children they might otherwise never 
have gotten to know. 

• Finally, your children are learning in a way that is engaging and fun. They are learning by 
doing and by experiencing the world around them. 
 

We appreciate your family making the commitment to a Montessori education and look forward to the 
opportunity to continue educating your child in the 2019-20 school year. 

Calendar Events 
in January 

January - TBA Make up 
school picture  

January 17- Toilet 
Learning 6:00pm 

January 21- No School 
Martin Luther King 
Holiday 

January 22- No School 
Professional Day for 
Teachers 

January 29- Together 
Tuesday for Children’s 
House 12:15pm 



 Lorem Ipsum 

       Children’s House    
 
December in Children’s House was a very exciting time. We have 
completed our study of North America and began learning all about 
South America. We have done works locating South America on the 
map, recreating South America from playdough, exploring pictures and 
animals of South America and working on the South American puzzle 
map. We have also been learning about different holiday celebrations 
around the world. We explored the tradition of Hanukkah by reading 
stories such as “The Night Before Hanukkah,” creating menorahs, and 
learning about the dreidel and the dreidel game. We celebrated St. 
Nicholas Day by reading “The Legend of St. Nicholas,” A story of 
Christmas Giving,” and discussing the importance of kindness and 
giving. We created holiday ornaments to give to our families and to 
give to seniors in our community. Another holiday we explored was St. Lucia Day. This is a Swedish tradition 
honoring a young girl that fed those that did not have any food. In celebrating this, our students made gingerbread 
and shared it with other classrooms.  
 
A few special events from this month included our celebration of the greens. This was a fun time of community, 
where students got to work with parents and volunteers to create their own holiday tree. We are very grateful for 
the parents that came in to help us cut and prepare the greens. The winter program was also an important part of 
this month. Each classroom chose and practiced a couple of songs to share in front of family and friends. They 
were very excited and enjoyed learning these fun winter songs. 
 
In January we will be learning about time. We will explore years, months and seasons.  We will also begin to 
learn about vertebrates and invertebrates, animal tracks and dinosaurs in science. In geography, we will be 
learning about Antarctica. Our students will have the opportunity to explore animals from Antarctica, create the 
continent of Antarctica and learn about where Antarctica is on the map.  
 

     Toddler Community 
Although December is a short month, both Toddler Communities 
stayed fully engaged in many winter themed activities and more. Our 
toddlers expressed much excitement in working on activities 
associated with snowflakes, snowman, penguins, and making 
gingerbread cookies, just to name a few. The children also spent 
several days engaging in decorating and creating many unique 
ornaments to pair with another seasonal activity: the making of greens 
arrangements.  

The children selected which trimmings they wanted to use to create 
their very own arrangements, so they could hang all of their 
ornaments. The children all looked so proud as they worked to carry 
their greens arrangements to the car at the end of the day.  

Each community spent most of the month learning and practicing our songs for the Winter Program. It is 
always such fun getting ready to share our songs with families. For our cultural study, the toddlers learned 
that children all around the world celebrate different holidays. We learned that even though we celebrate 
in different ways, we are a lot alike.  

 

Alexandra doing her greens 

Reagan and her mom making their 
arrangement together! 



 

 

 

               Upper Elementary  
December was a hectic month with Upper Elementary doing many 
winter activities.   

We studied Ancient India in history and learned about the caste 
system.  We enjoyed coordinate graphing in math. We had an 
introduction to our chemistry unit, by creating crystal snowflakes 
out of a borax suspension.   

As an Upper Elementary community we practiced winter themed 
songs and we caroled across the different classrooms throughout 
Montessori.  Upper Elementary enjoyed our annual Holiday 
Brunch that 112 hosted. Room 112 chose a theme of gingerbread 
for the brunch and worked very hard on making creative 
gingerbread decorations.  Special thanks to the 112 parents who 
graciously donated items to make our brunch a success!  Upper 
Elementary also participated in Secret Gift Exchange in which we 
provided a gift for another child, which helped us appreciate one 
another as well as recognize that we should focus on other people 

rather than only on ourselves. Room 113 made their special Chex 
Mix and 112 made their special chocolate covered pretzels to 
distribute to the Montessori staff to show our appreciation for all 
that they do.   

 
December is always a very busy month in Lower 
Elementary.  The students participated in many 
lessons with Mrs. Byers about Europe. They 
explored the language, food and culture of 
Europe.  The children also had an opportunity to 
learn about the many different celebrations around 
the world during this holiday season. 
 
We were also been very busy preparing for our 
winter program.  The children practiced their songs 
and mini-skits.  They put in a lot of hard work and 
they were so excited to perform. Thank you to all 
the families who donated treats for our holiday tea.  
Your participation was greatly appreciated. 
 

               Lower Elementary  

Lower Elementary singing during 
their winter concert. 

Using the geometric cabinet, Andy 
is measuring polygons  



 

 

 

                 Middle School 
 
 
Our exciting middle school event for December was 
hosting Parent’s Night Out.  The middle school 
students planned an eventful evening for the 
participants. They organized a magic show, horse 
craft, yoga, science experiments, and several 
games.  The students enjoyed participating in the 
activities and the middle school students were 
exhausted by the end of the night, but excited to be 
able to conduct this activity for the younger students. 
 
We would like to thank everyone who donated toys 
to Toys for Tots.  The children in our community 
will appreciate and enjoy receiving the toys you 
donated.  Middle school students doing a fun experiment 

during out Parents Night Out Event 

Our middle school students finished third out of 104 teams in the qualifying rounds of the Pennsylvania 
robotics coding contest.  Thanks to Mrs. Snyder for doing such a great job of leading our students 
during the boot camp and additional stages of the competition.  Although only four students got to 
represent the Montessori Academy at the state championship at Harrisburg University on December 4th, 
it took the work of everyone in the middle school to reach the point of being invited to compete.  
Congratulations to Zeke Waddington and Charlotte Snyder who finished fourth in the state contest and 
to Jackson Allee and Ellie Trinh who were our other pair to compete in the state contest.  The rest of the 
students attended the competition to show their support.  

Ellie and Jackson Charlotte and Zeke 



 

 

 

 
The high school was pleased to assist the United Way and on 
Campus Marketing with handing out comforters, linens, towels, and 
pillows on December 18th. This was a great volunteer opportunity 
and we are so pleased to have had a chance to be a part of it. On 
Campus Marketing donates all the comforters, etc., to the United 
Way, which then allows different groups from Franklin County to 
come in and select items for their groups. We had the pleasure of 
talking to some women from Head Start who were getting towels, 
comforters, and linens for their kids. Another group was from a 
church in lower Franklin County, and they will help out 80 families 
with the items they were selecting. We spoke with the woman in 
charge and she asked that we come back and help with a food drive 
they are having in February! I am hoping the New Year will give us 
more volunteer opportunities and more educational opportunities! 
 

The high school class had a great time with the Garage Studios at the 
beginning of the month. When they learned about what it means to 
open a small business and got to learn how to blow a glass ornament. 
The ornaments were beautiful and their families loved getting the 
ornaments. Check out the app for photos. January 3rd is the second 
progress check for PALCS and the high school. We have been 
working hard on getting schoolwork done.  

Thomas and Brennan learned 
about becoming a business 

owner. 

Brennan learning the steps of making 
glass ornaments. 

Thomas with his instructor from 
Garage Studios. 

                   High School 



 

 

  

   Montessori Academy Parent Association           
 

       A message from Jennifer Webster, President 

 The Montessori Academy Parents Organization will begin 2019 by doing our biennial bylaws review, 
in accordance with our current bylaws. We would love as much parent input as possible on these 
changes. We want to ensure that MAPO is best serving our Montessori community as a whole. The 
current bylaws are available for reading via our Facebook page or the MAPO page on the Montessori 
Academy App. We will begin group discussion about revisions at our January 3rd meeting and 
continue them, if need be, at the February 7th meeting. Our goal is to vote on these changes at the 
March 7th meeting.  

Our next MAPO-sponsored activity for the new year is Donuts with Dad (Toddler and Children’s 
House) on Friday, March 8TH  at 9 am in the school auditorium (“Big Room”). Vania Whitlock is the 
new chairperson for Donuts for Dads. If you are interested in assisting with this very special event, 
please contact Vania at mapo@montacad.org.  

Our annual Yard Sale is happening this year on Saturday, May 4TH . This is MAPO’s biggest 
fundraiser, so as you begin your spring cleaning this year, please set aside your yard sale donations 
and bring them to school the week of April 29th  (Easter Monday). Heather Kohler will be chairing 
the Yard Sale for us this year. 

Many thanks to all who supported MAPO with your time, ideas, and donations during the first part of 
the school year. Let’s all look forward to a SUPER SPRING! 

        Thank you to our scholarship sponsors.  

Small Orrstown Bank 

BB&T Bank 


