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   Academy News 
 

 

With several weeks of school behind us, we are well on our way to establishing patterns and routines to support a 
robust work cycle. I have enjoyed getting acquainted with the students and visiting classrooms to see their progress. 
They are proud of their work and take ownership of their accomplishments. Montessori Academy is a great place for 
students to grow and learn!  

Curriculum Night Event: 

On September 30, 2019 Montessori Academy sponsored our annual Curriculum Night Event. We were grateful for 
the opportunity to share our spiral math curriculum with school parents, community visitors, and friends. We had a 
record number of visitors in attendance.  

Our curriculum night has taken on many formats over the years. At first it was just for parents; later, children were 
invited to come and be involved. This year, we provided a walk-about focus to share the continuum that our students 
follow from the Toddler Community through Middle School. Although the format has changed over the years, the 
purpose for curriculum night remains the same: to help parents and community visitors learn about the spiral 
curriculum that children experience in a Montessori education.  

When our teachers go through their Montessori training, they create an album for each area of the curriculum. In the 
album are the specific lessons they learn to teacher using the Montessori materials that you find in each classroom. 
During our curriculum night event, we showcased some of the materials used to introduce mathematics in our 
curriculum. Visitors were able to traverse around the school to each exhibit to learn about the materials and how they 
are utilized to build numeracy, computations, and other math skills along the continuum from the Toddler 
Community to Middle School years. We trust that our visitors walked away with a heightened understanding and 
appreciation for the benefits of Montessori mathematics.  

Student Council – Fund Raiser To Support Hurricane Dorian Survivors:  

Montessori Academy has an amazing group of 6th, 7th, & 8th students who are formulating plans to sponsor a 
Pancake Breakfast on November 9th from 8:00am to 10:30am in support of Hurricane Dorian survivors who 
suffered devasting losses in the Bahamas. All proceeds from the pancake breakfast will go to ALL Hands And 
Hearts. Please save the date and plan to join us for this event. Our student council members will be reaching out to 
our Montessori Academy community for support in making this a successful fundraising event.  

International Day – A Montessori Academy Highlight, 

Please plan to join us on Thursday, October 17th for International Day at Montessori Academy. Each classroom will 
represent a different country in our school-wide parade. Students will be able to experience international foods 
provided by our parents and enjoy presentations from guest speakers. We look forward to you joining us for this 
celebration!  

A Message From Dr. Michelle R. Wiley Head of School 



 Lorem Ipsum 

Toddler Community 

 

September was an important month in 
the Toddler Community. With many 
new friends joining us this term, have 
begun the school year with our 
transition into the classroom, adjusting 
to the daily routine of events and 
building relationships. Part of our 
transition includes our focus on 
encouraging self-awareness, self-care 
and independence. The children spend 
time each morning engaging in a series 
of routine events that aid in preparing 
themselves for their morning work 
period.   

This month the Toddler Community also engaged in a study of apples. Part of 
our study created an opportunity for each class to join together and engage in our 
first tasting of the year. During our tasting we discussed many different 
attributes of apples such as their colors, shapes, and sizes.   

Ms. Valentine aiding Zoe with her apple 
tasting. 

Mace and Harrison working together 
to push the snack dishes over to the 

kitchen dishwasher. 

Paisley engaged in hand washing to 
begin her morning work period 

engagement. 



 

 
 

Last month has been an exciting time in Children’s House. It has been a time filled with laughter and 
greetings as old friends are united and new friends are made. It is also an important time as we build our 
classroom communities, work together to create rules, understand expectations and focus on grace and 
courtesy. We work together to build the foundation of our classroom community, learn about each other, 
learn about our classroom pets and work together to create a caring and considerate environment. We have 
explored what it means to be a friend, how to be kind and the importance of manners. We enjoyed stories 
such as “If Peace Is” and “Salam Alaikum: A Message of Peace.” We discussed how we can make a 
difference with our own two hands and how that can change the world. 
 
In science this month we explored living and non-living things, how we are living and what it means to be 
living. We have also explored animal classification with a focus on mammals and the human being. This lead 
us to jumping right into learning all about the human body. We have explored body parts, the organs of the 
body, how they work and the importance of taking care of our body. Many enjoyed learning all about the 5 
senses and how we interpret the world through our senses. We played games such as body part bingo, took 
walks to explore our school with our 5 senses, sang songs such as “ Listen and Move” and “Where is 
Thumbkin.” We finished the month with discovering what foods are healthy for our bodies, learning about 
the food pyramid and exploring a children’s house favorite, the apple. We were able to learn about the life 
cycle of the apple, the parts of the apple and types of apples. The study was concluded with an apple tasting 
or a variety of apples. 
 
In geography this month, we began to explore land, air and water. We did this through gathering samples, 
sorting objects, exploring picture cards and creating our own land, air and water examples. We also began to 
explore our classroom culture and take the time to learn about each other's families, homes and favorite 
stories.  
 
This month,was also a month of firsts as we began our specials this month. We enjoyed meeting with our 
Upper Elementary reading buddies, reading stories and learning about settings together. Our student’s even 
had the opportunity to draw with their upperclassmen and recreate the setting of the stories they read 
together. In the library, students were introduced to a new story, how to check out books and the importance 
of reading and the library. Students were also able to check out books to bring back to their classroom to 
share and read together.  
 
 

Children’s House 

Mrs. Durden’s class meeting their new 
hamster. 

Children’s House first visit to the library for 
the school year. 



 

 

  

  

  

Lower Elementary 
We had a wonderful start to the 
school year in Lower 
Elementary.  The students came 
back excited about the year ahead.  
Over the past month the students 
have been learning about the 
Solar System, the planets, and 
constellations.  We have also 
started our STEM challenges. The 
children are having a wonderful 
time experimenting and problem 
solving through these challenges.  
It is wonderful to listen to the 
communication and teamwork 
that occurs during these lessons. 
Thank you to all the families who 
have donated to make our STEM 
lessons possible. 

 

Top picture: Mrs. Miller and her 
students enjoying a morning 
session of Yoga.  

 

Middle picture: Lower 
Elementary showing Children’s 
House students how to work the 
ozobots. 

Bottom picture: Judah working 
on a math work. 



 

 

Upper Elementary 
 

Upper Elementary has had a great start to our school year. We 
have been spending a lot of time understanding the 
expectations and routines for this school year. Throughout the 
last few weeks, each classroom has been working to build 
collaboration amongst each other through various games and 
activities. We really enjoyed building the tallest and sturdiest 
tower out of spaghetti noodles that would be able to balance a 
marshmallow on the top, and using our communication skills 
to keep a balloon in the air and in our circle as we held hands 
and could only use our joined hands or upper body.  

In Upper Elementary, we have begun adding more to our 
workload each week. We are excited to begin Words Their 
Way , our new spelling program this year. This program will 
allow us to teach to our students’ individual spelling needs as 
they learn more about words and how they work through 
sorting, recording, and using the words to better understand a 
specific spelling rule or skill. Also, we have begun a writer’s 
workshop each afternoon to continue to build and strengthen 
our writing skills. In science, we began our study of zoology 
by learning about the five kingdoms of life and taxonomy. In 
history, we have been learning the three branches of 
government and understanding the roles, duties, and buildings 
associated with the branches. We have just begun a detailed 
study of the executive branch, where we will be learning the 
election process and choosing a president to research and prepare a presentation.  

We have enjoyed spending time with the students from Lower Elementary each day by sharing lunch and 
recess time together. This has allowed us to practice our leadership skills and model appropriate table 
manners during lunch and interact with them at recess. It has been great to interact with the students from 
both levels each day and continue the friendships we have built during our time in Lower Elementary.  

One of favorite Upper Elementary activities is reading to our reading pals from Children’s House each 
Friday morning. This year, we have chosen to read to a different Children’s House classroom each week. 
Prior to Friday’s reading pal session, we are choosing a picture book from the library and using the 
information we have learned in reading and applying it to create a lesson for our reading pal. We are excited 
to be able to get to know our reading pal, and choosing books and planning activities that suits them. During 
the first cycle of reading pals, we asked the students questions about the setting and then used those 
questions to help guide them in creating a scene from the story. We are looking forward to reading our new 
picture book and talking about the main characters of the story during our upcoming reading pal cycle.  

Upper Elementary is looking forward to what will be a wonderful school year full of learning and 
collaboration with our classmates.  

Andy in Mrs. Runkle’s classroom, 
engaging in a math work. 



 

 

Middle School 
We began the school year receiving exciting 
news.  Last year the middle school class participated 
in a writing contest called, Mission Catastrophe.  We 
were notified this month that several of our students’ 
stories had been selected for publication in Mission 
Catastrophe- Stories from Pennsylvania.   Our school 
will receive a complimentary copy of the book, in 
addition, a copy of the book containing our students’ 
work will be sent to the Library of Congress in 
Washington, D.C.  to provide a lasting record of the 
students’ achievements. 
Academically, our class has had a fantastic start to the 
new school year.  We have focused on creating a 
classroom environment that is welcoming to all 
students.  We participated in team building activities 
that strengthened our relationships with our 
peers.  We enjoyed learning about each other and 
look forward to maintaining our relationships. 
 
In history we are studying the Civil War.  We are 
participating in a simulation where we have become a 
person from the Civil War.  We actively learn about 
the war and the people who were touched by it.  On 
our first field trip of the year, we visited the Antietam 
Battlefield.  We explored the battlefield and learned 
about battlefield and habitat preservation. 
In science we are learning about the interior of the 
earth.  We have partnered with a classmate and are 
building a three dimensional models that show 
Earth’s interior and how the interior affects the 
planet’s surface. 
 
Our literature book, Across Five Aprils, focuses on a 
nine-year-old boy, named Jethro, and how his family 
is impacted by the Civil War.  We learned that the 
war tore many families apart as they struggled to deal 
with the issues of slavery, death, secession, and 
loyalty. 
We have also started preparing for the Civil War wax 
museum, which will be held on Tuesday, October 1, 
at 10 AM in the MAC big room.  We hope you can 
attend this event as we bring historical figures to life. 
 
We have been challenged to do our best work in all 
subject areas and are working hard to be organized 
and prepared for lessons.  We look forward to the 
many learning experiences and opportunities this year 
will bring. 

 



 

 

School Counselor 
 

Hello Montessori Families! 

 

My name is Emma English and I am the school counselor this year for Montessori! I am 

extremely excited to be here and can’t wait to start working with your students. I have been working 

the past six years in the York City School District. I had a variety of roles there including truancy 

mentor, behavior specialist and counselor. I believe my experiences there will help me be a great 

addition here at Montessori. I currently service the non-public schools in Franklin County that want 

counseling services. With that being said, I am at Montessori all day Tuesdays. I will be visiting 

classrooms at least monthly to do class-wide social emotional lessons. The other Tuesday’s I will be 

doing individual and small group sessions. I have already sent home a form asking permission for 

anyone who would like their child seen individually. If you have sent a form in already I have sent 

you an email asking additional information about your student/students and how I can best help 

them. Please know that I do not do any clinical counseling with the students. This means I do not 

diagnosis the students. I am here to help them with social, emotional and academic concerns that 

they are facing. I want parents to know that I am here to help to the best of my ability. If you are 

looking for anything clinical I have list of agencies that can help with these concerns.  

 Along with seeing students, I will also be bringing some fun school wide activities for 

everyone to participate in. Please keep an eye out throughout the year for any additional flyers about 

events coming up for all students to participate in. Our first activity this year that I have planned will 

take place on Tuesday October 29th. We will be doing an orange out day to show unity and standing 

up against bullying. Please know that I will send additional information closer to the day. 

 If you have not received a form and want individual or group counseling please feel free to 

reach out to me. My phone number is 717.537.5157 or you may email me at eeenglish@iu12.org. I 

look forward to working with everyone this year at Montessori! 



 

 

MAPO 

 

MAPO has had an excellent start to the 2019-2020 school year!  The Back to School pool 
party was a big success, despite the storm chasing us away at the end.  We had 
approximately 90 parents and students in attendance for the food and fun. 
 
Our Middle School students also prepared for back to school by making welcome posters 
with the help of MAPO volunteers.  We appreciate their assistance in sharing the school 
spirit on the first day. 
 
Thanks to everyone who came out to our first fundraiser at Chipotle as we raised nearly 
$275.  Look for another opportunity to dine with fellow classmates while raising money 
for MAPO in the coming months.  We’d also appreciate if parents would fill out our 
fundraising survey and share their thoughts by going to 
https://forms.gle/MBiLmcro5eaBWTug8.  As always, Giant gift cards are on sale and you 
can contact MAPO at mapo@montacad.org to order.  We’ll also have them and a small 
amount of merchandise at all upcoming evets. 
 
International Day held on October 17th is fast approaching.  We are still looking for a co-
chair to assist Sarah McAfee in planning speakers and games.  If anyone in our school 
community would like to give a presentation on their ethic culture, family background or 
trip abroad, we’d love to have you speak or give a demonstration.  Also, if you have 
friends, family or community contacts who would be willing to participate, please let us 
know! 
 
Family Night to kick off the Book Fair will be Friday, November 15th.  For entertainment 
while you’re book shopping, the kids will have a chance to participate in Karaoke and 
show off their singing (and maybe some dancing) talent.  We will also have a concession 
stand available. 

Montessori Academy Of Chambersburg Fundraiser Night at Panera! 

Where: 979 Norland Ave, Chambersburg, Pa 17201 

When- October 16th 

Time- 4:00pm-8:00pm 

Please show cashier the flyer that was sent home or an electronic version to 
the cashier when placing your order and a portion goes to the school! 



 

 

 

Auction 

 

 
Join us on Saturday, November 16th at 6:00pm 
for the 21st Annual Auction and Benefit Dinner, 
the school’s signature fundraiser benefiting all 
that we do here at Montessori Academy. Each 
Montessori family will receive an invitation via 
postal mail in early October. Seating is limited 
and RSVP is requested by November 4.  
  
This success of this event is only possible with 
the help of our community. Donations of time, 
live and silent auction items, and monetary 
contributions are paramount to this event. 
Sponsorship and advertising opportunities are 
also available. This year we will be launching 
an online advertisement platform which will 
greatly expand the exposure of our sponsoring 
companies. Visit www.montacad.org or 
email auction@montacad.org for additional 
details. 

 

One of the most popular live auction 
items each year is the Montessori 
Parent Gift Card Lot which always 
brings in at least $1,000. This year our 
goal is to have 100% Montessori 
family participation. Gift cards of all 
types and denominations are welcome. 
Please send gift cards to school or bring 
them to the school office and include 
the name of the donor.  

 



 

 

 

Upcoming events! 
This Month: 

October 14th No School, Teacher in service day 

October 17th- International Day 

October 22nd- Fire Prevention Day 

October 22nd- Special Friends Night 

• Toddler Community 6:00pm 

• Children’s House 6:45pm 

• Lower Elementary 7:30pm 

Next Month: 

November 7th &8th - Parent/ Teacher Conferences  

November 7th- Noon Dismissal 

November 8th- No School 

November 15th- Family Fun Night 5:30-7:00pm 

November 16th - Auction & Dinner 6:00pm  

November 18th -22nd -Book Fair 

November 26th - Thanksgiving Feast 

November 27th –Noon Dismissal 

November 28th -December 2nd – No school  

Happy 
Birthday! 

 

Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Roche 

Benjamin A. 

Briony 

Chase H 

Paisley 

Brennan 

Gabriella 

Ellie SG 


